
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMISSIONER’S COURT 

AGENDA 
 
 

November 12, 2019



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Invocation – Lockhart Ministry 
Alliance 



 
 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
 



 
 

 (Texas Pledge: Honor the Texas flag; 
I pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, one 
state under God, one and indivisible). 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Announcements: 
 

Items or comments from Court 
Members or Staff. 

 



 
Citizens’ Comments: 

At this time any person may speak to 
Commissioners Court if they have filled 
out a Caldwell County Commissioners 
Court Participation Form.  Comments will 
be limited to four (4) minutes per person.  
No action will be taken on these items 
and no discussion will be had between 
the speaker(s) and members of the 
Court.  The Court does retain the right to 
correct factual inaccuracies made by the 
speakers.  (If longer than 30 minutes, 
then the balance of comment will 
continue as the last agenda item of the 
day). 



CONSENT AGENDA.  (The following consent 
items may be acted upon in one motion). 
1. Approve payment of County invoices and
 County Purchase Orders in the amount of
 $724,450.68; Backup: 33 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





































































2. Ratify re-occurring County payments  
A. $310,519.14 ( Payroll Roll
 10/13/2019 - 10/26/2019); Backup:
 21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













































B. $93,913.51 ( Payroll Tax
 10/13/2019 – 10/26/2019);
 Backup 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







C. $139,843.00 (DMV Remittance);
Backup: 2



Caldwell County Agenda Item Request Form 

To: All Elected Officials and Department Heads - Hand deliver or scan & email to 
hoppy.haden@co.caldwell.tx.us and ezzy.chan@co.caldwell.tx.us. Deadline is 5:00 pm 
Tuesday before the Regular meetings, however, please submit this completed form ASAP. 
"Anything missing will cause the Agenda Item to be held over to the next Regular meeting," 
according to our Rules & Procedures. 

AGENDA DATE: 1111212019

Type of Agenda Item 

l✓I Consent D Discussion/Action D Executive Session D Workshop

D Public Hearing 
What will be discussed? What is the proposed motion? 
$139,843.00(DMV Remittance) 

1. Costs:

2. 

D Actual Cost or D Estimated Cost $. _______ _

Is this cost included in the County Budget? ________ _ 

Is a Budget Amendment being proposed? 

Agenda Speakers: 
Name Representing Title 

( 1 ) 
Judge Haden 

(2) _____________________ _ 

(3). _____________________ _ 

3. Backup Materials:

Exhibit A (amended on 4.22.19) 

D None D To Be Distributed total# of backup pages 
(including this page) 

Date 





D. $415.62 (TPWD Comptroller);
 Backup: 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









E. $388,270.89 (DVM
 Comptroller); Backup: 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



























3. Accept Treasurer’s State Reports/Filings
 of state fees collected by Caldwell 
 County to Texas State Comptroller of
 Public Accounts, for the third quarter of
 2019. Backup: 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





















4. To accept the Cost Allocation for 2020
 Appraisal District and Collections
 Budgets. Backup: 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 















5. To accept payment and renewal bond of 
policy #14771315 for Melanie Bowden. 
Backup:4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











6. To accept Audit – Chapter 59 Asset
Forfeiture Report by Law Enforcement
Agency. Backup: 2







SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

 Power Point presentation for the Caldwell 
County Historic Courthouse Courtroom 
Remodel

 To present the Maintenance Crew (Curtis, 
James, and Gary) with a Certificate of 
Appreciation 

















































AGENDA ACTION ITEMS 

7. Discussion/Action regarding the burn ban.
Speaker: Judge Haden / Carine Chalfoun;
Backup: None; Cost: None



8. Discussion/Action to approve a
Proclamation recognizing November 2019 as 
Mediation Awareness month. Speaker: 
Judge Haden; Backup: 2; Cost: None







9. Discussion/Action to approve a
recognizing November 2019 as National 
Family Caregivers Month. Speaker: 
Commissioner Shelton; Backup: 2; Cost: 
None







10. Discussion/Action to adopt Resolution 03
2020 regarding the voting ballot for 
candidates to the Caldwell County Appraisal 
District Board of Directors. Speaker: Judge 
Haden; Backup: 3; Cost: None











11. Discussion/Action to adopt Resolution 04
2020 for the Caldwell County 2020 Census 
Complete Count Committee. Speaker: 
Judge Haden/ Dennis Engelke; Backup: 2; 
Cost: None







12. Discussion/Action to adopt Resolution 05
2020 establishing the Caldwell County  
Community Services Foundation. 
Speaker: Judge Haden/ Dennis Engelke; 
Backup: 2; Cost: TBD 





 

 
 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

NO. 05-2020 
 

WHEREAS, Caldwell County Commissioners Court desires to maximize the fiscal stability of nonprofit organizations 
within the County in order to continue their provision of needed community services to citizens, and 
 

WHEREAS, traditional sources of funding for nonprofit organizations have diminished or have simply gone away 
while the need for services is ever increasing, and the nonprofit organizations have limited staffs who must continue the 
day-to-day delivery and administration of client services with minimal opportunities to nurture relationships and 
goodwill with current donors or funding sources and even less opportunities to engage new sources of funding. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Caldwell County Commissioners Court approves the 
establishment of the “Caldwell County Community Services Foundation” (CCCSF) to identify and secure funding 
resources and donations from private foundations, businesses, civic-based organizations and individuals; and the 
resources will be made available to nonprofits serving Caldwell County residents and organizations through a simple, 
user-friendly grant application and process to be developed and administered by the CCCSF Board of Directors, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CCCSF Board of Directors will consist of: 

 

Caldwell County Grants Administrator 
Caldwell County Purchasing Agent 
Representative from Precinct 1       Appointed by County Commissioner Precinct 1 
Representative from Precinct 2   Appointed by County Commissioner Precinct 2 
Representative from Precinct 3   Appointed by County Commissioner Precinct 3 
Representative from Precinct 4   Appointed by County Commissioner Precinct 4 
Member-at-Large    Appointed by County Judge 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Judge will be the authorized “Incorporator” of the CCCSF instructed 
to file appropriate documents to register the CCCSF with the appropriate State agency(ies) to obtain official 
organization recognition, and to seek 501(c)(3)-status through the Internal Revenue Service, and to establish proper 
banking credentials for the organization. 
 

Passed this 12th day of November, 2019. 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Hoppy Haden, County Judge 

 
 
____________________________________             ___________________________________ 
B. J. Westmoreland, Commissioner, Precinct 1        Barbara Shelton, Commissioner, Precinct 2 
 
 
____________________________________            __________________________________ 
Edward “Ed” Theriot, Commissioner, Precinct 3            Joe Ivan Roland, Commissioner, Precinct 4 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________   
Teresa Rodriguez, County Clerk  



13. Discussion/Action to accept Budget 
Amendment #1 in order to clean up the 
accounting books for FY 2019. Speaker: 
Judge Haden/ Barbara Gonzales; Backup: 6; 
Cost: None















14. Discussion/Action to approve Budget
Amendment #2 in order for the County 
Auditor to Purchase new computers and 
monitors. Speakers: Judge Haden/ Barbara 
Gonzales/ Mayra Castillo; Backup: 8; 
Cost: $1,264.00



















15. Discussion/Action to approve the Lease
Amendment No. 3 for the Department of  
Agriculture Farm Service Agency’s Caldwell 
County USDA Service Center, 1400 FM 20 
East, Suites A & D, commencing January 1, 
2020 and ending December 31, 2022. 
Speaker: Judge Haden; Backup: 3; Cost: 
None









16. Discussion/Action to consider the
appropriating $140,000 to support the 
construction of the permeable paver 36 - 
vehicle parking lot extension at the Caldwell 
County Justice Center. Speaker: Judge 
Haden/ Dennis Engelke; Backup: 5; Cost: 
$140,000 













17. Discussion/Action to ratify acceptance
of the Criminal Justice Department “Caldwell 
County Sheriff’s Office Co-Morbidity Initiative 
Phase 3 Grant” of $129,086.67. Speaker: 
Judge Haden/ Dennis Engelke; Backup: 3; 
Cost: None









18. Discussion/Action to ratify the
acceptance of the VINE/SAVNS grant from 
the Office of the Attorney General for 
$18,618.87. Speaker: Judge Haden/ 
Dennis Engelke; Backup: 29; Cost: None





























































19. Discussion/Action to regarding the County
employee holiday for calendar year 2020.
Speaker: Judge Haden; Backup: 3; Cost:
None





 
 

January 
S M T W T F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   
       

 

February 
S M T W T F S 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28   
       

 

March 
S M T W T F S 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31       

 

April 
S M T W T F S 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30     
       

 

July 
S M T W T F S 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31    

       
       
       
       
       
       

 

August 
S M T W T F S 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
       

 

November 
S M T W T F S 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

       
 

December 
S M T W T F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31     
       

 

May 
S M T W T F S 
   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31  

       
       
       
       
       
       

 

June 
S M T W T F S 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30       

 

September 
S M T W T F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30      
       

 

October 
S M T W T F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   

       
 

          County Holiday                     Pay Day 

2019 

 
Observed 2019 County Holidays 

  
 New Year’s Day   January 1 
 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  January 21 
 President’s Day   February 18 
 Good Friday   April 19 
 Memorial Day   May 27 
 Independence Day   July 4 
 Labor Day   September 2 
 Veterans Day   November 11 
 Thanksgiving Day    November 27 (1/2 day)  
    November 28, 29 

 Christmas Break   December 24, 25, 26 
 Float Day    One day per year 
*Floating Holiday must be taken within calendar year.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Caldwell County 
Observed Holidays and 

Paydays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





20. Discussion/Action regarding to reschedule
the December 24, 2019 Commissioners
Court Meeting. Speaker: Judge Haden;
Backup: 2; Cost None





 
 

January 
S M T W T F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   
       

 

February 
S M T W T F S 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28   
       

 

March 
S M T W T F S 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31       

 

April 
S M T W T F S 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30     
       

 

July 
S M T W T F S 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31    

       
       
       
       
       
       

 

August 
S M T W T F S 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
       

 

November 
S M T W T F S 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

       
 

December 
S M T W T F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31     
       

 

May 
S M T W T F S 
   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31  

       
       
       
       
       
       

 

June 
S M T W T F S 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30       

 

September 
S M T W T F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30      
       

 

October 
S M T W T F S 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   

       
 

          County Holiday                     Pay Day 

2019 

 
Observed 2019 County Holidays 

  
 New Year’s Day   January 1 
 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  January 21 
 President’s Day   February 18 
 Good Friday   April 19 
 Memorial Day   May 27 
 Independence Day   July 4 
 Labor Day   September 2 
 Veterans Day   November 11 
 Thanksgiving Day    November 27 (1/2 day)  
    November 28, 29 

 Christmas Break   December 24, 25, 26 
 Float Day    One day per year 
*Floating Holiday must be taken within calendar year.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Caldwell County 
Observed Holidays and 

Paydays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



21. Discussion/Action regarding a variance 
request for Compostela Subdivision 
located on Williamson Road (CR 177) 
concerning the easement requirement 
under Appendix D.G) of the Caldwell 
County Development Ordinance as it 
applies to the subdivision. Speaker; 
Commissioner Roland/Kasi Miles/Tracy 
Bratton; Backup: 19; Cost: None 









































22. Discussion/Action to consider passing 
regulations concerning the permitting and 
operation of game rooms located in the 
unincorporated areas in Caldwell County. 
Speaker: Judge Haden/ Fred Weber; 
Backup: 14; Cost: None



Revised 11/6/19 
 

SECTION 1. STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION, PURPOSE, ADMINISTRATION, AREA 

OF APPLICATION, AND DEFINITIONS 

1.1 Authority to Regulate 

 

(a) This Ordinance and these regulations are promulgated pursuant to and in conformity with Chapter 

234 of the Texas Local Government Code, as amended, to promote the public health, safety, and 

welfare, as authorized by Section 234.133 of the Local Government Code. 

 

(b) It is the intent and purpose of the Caldwell County Commissioners Court to exercise its police 

power, as authorized under Chapter 234 of the Local Government Code, to establish reasonable and 

uniform regulation of game rooms to promote the public health, safety, and welfare and to prohibit 

business activities which merely serve as a front for criminal activities, including but not limited to 

gambling and tax evasion. 

 

(c) These regulations do not legalize anything prohibited under the Texas Penal Code or any other law 

or regulation. 

 

1.2 Administration and Enforcement 

 

(a) Pursuant to Section 234.133 of the Local Government Code, the State of Texas has granted the 

Caldwell County Commissioners Court authority to promote the public health, safety, and welfare by 

regulating the operation of game rooms. 

 

(b) The Caldwell County Commissioners Court hereby designates and directs the Caldwell County Code 

Enforcement Office to enforce these regulations. 

 

(c) The Commissioners Court designates the Caldwell County Code Enforcement Office as Game Room 

Permit Administrator.  The Caldwell County Code Enforcement Office shall supervise, control, and 

operate the Permit Office.  The Caldwell County Code Enforcement Office shall investigate, deny, 

issue, and attach conditions to, administratively suspend or revoke game room permits pursuant to 

these regulations and any applicable state law. 

 

(d) In accordance with Section 234.138(b) of the Local Government Code, as amended, a person 

commits an offense if the person intentionally or knowingly operates a game room in violation of a 

regulation adopted under Section 234.133.  An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor. 

 

 

 



Revised 11/6/19 
 

 

1.3 Area Covered by Regulations 

These regulations apply to game rooms located: 

(a) in the unincorporated area of Caldwell County, and; 

(b) in the incorporated cities or towns of Caldwell County that execute cooperative agreements with 

Caldwell County for application of these regulations. 

 

1.4 Definitions 

As used in these regulations: 

(a) “Game room” means a for-profit business located in a building or a place that contains in any 

combination, six or more amusement redemption machines or electronic, electromechanical, or 

mechanical contrivances that, for consideration, afford a player the opportunity to obtain a prize or 

thing of value, the award of which is determined solely or partially by chance, regardless of whether 

the contrivance is designed, made, or adopted solely for bona fide amusement purposes. 

 

(b) “Amusement redemption machine” means any electronic, electro mechanical, or mechanical 

contrivance designed, made, and adopted for bona fide amusement purposes that rewards the 

player exclusively with noncash merchandise, prizes, toys, or novelties, or a representation of value 

redeemable for those items, that have a wholesale value available from a single play of the game or 

device of not more than 10 times the amount charged to play the game or device once, or $5, 

whichever amount is less. 

 

(c) “Game room owner” means a person who: 

(1) has an ownership interest in, or receives the profits from, a game room or an amusement 

redemption machine located in a game room; 

(2) is a partner, director, or officer of a business, company, or corporation that has an 

ownership interest in a game room or in an amusement redemption machine located in a 

game room; 

(3) is a shareholder that holds more than ten (10) percent of the outstanding shares of a 

business company, or corporation that has an ownership interest in a game room or in an 

amusement redemption machine located in a game room; 

(4) has been issued by the county clerk an assumed name certificate for a business than owns a 

game room or an amusement redemption machine located in a game room; 

(5) signs a lease for a game room; 

(6) opens an account for utilities for a game room; 

(7) receives a certificate of occupancy or certificate of compliance for a game room; 

(8) pays for advertising for a game room; or 

(9) signs an alarm permit for a game room. 
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(d) “Operator” means an individual who: 

(1) operates a cash register, cash drawer, or other depository on the premises of a game room 

or of a business where the money earned or the records of credit card transactions or other 

credit transactions generated in any manner by the operation of a game room or activities 

conducted in a game room are kept; 

(2) displays, delivers, or provides to a customer of a game room; merchandise, goods, 

entertainment, or other services offered on the premises of a game room; 

(3) takes orders from a customer of a game room for merchandise, goods, entertainment, or 

other services offered on the premises of a game room; 

(4) acts as a door attendant to regulate entry of customers or other persons into a game room; 

or 

(5) supervises or manages other persons at a game room in the performance of an activity 

listed in this subsection. 

 

(e) “Applicant” means a person, corporation, partnership, or other business entity required to submit a 

game room application and includes all game room owners and operators of the particular game 

room that is subject of the application. 

 

(f) “Game Room Permit Administrator” means the Caldwell County Code Enforcement Officer or his 

designated agent. 

 

(g) “Peace officer” means an individual as described in Article 2.12 of the Texas Code of Criminal 

Procedure. 

 

(h) “Person” means an individual, partnership, corporation, association or other legal entity. 

 

(i) “Public Building” means a building used by federal, state, or local government that is open to the 

general public. 

 

(j) “Regulation” refers to this ordinance and these regulations of Caldwell County, Texas, governing the 

operation of game rooms. 

 

(k) “School” means a facility, including all attached playgrounds, dormitories, stadiums, and other 

appurtenances that are part of the facility, used for the primary purpose of instruction or education, 

including primary and secondary schools, colleges and universities, both public and private. 

 

(l) “Gambling device” means a device described in Article 47.01(4)(a) of the Texas Penal Code. 

 

(m) “Notice” is deemed effective on the date written notice to an Applicant, permit holder, or agent 

thereof is hand delivered or posted on the front exterior door of the Game Room, or upon receipt 

by certified mail. 
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SECTION 2. GAME ROOM PERMITS 

2.1 Permit Required 

(a)  It shall be unlawful for an owner or operator of a game room to operate, use or maintain, or to allow 
the operation, use or maintenance, of any room, building or facility in Caldwell County as a game 
room under the definition provided in this regulation without first securing an official permit from 
the Caldwell County Game Room Permit Administrator.   
 

(b) A completed application for a game room permit shall be filed with the Game Room Permit 

Administrator.  The application shall be filed on the form provided by the Game Room Permit 

Administrator or on an accurate and legible copy of that form.  A copy of the application can be 

obtained at the Caldwell County Code Enforcement Office.  The applicant shall apply in person at the 

Caldwell County Code Enforcement Office.  The Game Room Permit Administrator will establish the 

hours when an application can be submitted.  A notice of deficiencies in an application will be 

mailed to the applicant within ten (10) business days of the receipt of the application if not all the 

information required by these regulations has been provided in the application.  A receipt shall be 

mailed to the applicant within ten (10) business days of submission of a complete application to the 

Game Room Permit Administrator.  Any failure to provide the information after a notice of 

deficiencies or a determination by the Game Room Permit Administrator that inaccurate, erroneous, 

or incomplete information has been submitted will provide grounds for denial or revocation of the 

application.  The Game Room Permit Administrator is authorized to conduct such inspections of the 

proposed game room as he deems necessary to make a determination whether to approve or deny 

the application. 

(c)   Each application shall be accompanied by: 

(1) a copy of certification of occupancy or certification of compliance issued by the building official 

as appropriate for the proposed game room; 

(2) a true and correct copy of the assumed name certificate filed in the office of the Caldwell 

County Clerk, bearing the file mark or stamp that evidences its filing, if the game room will be 

operating under an assumed name; 

(3) the specific number of amusement redemption machines to be located in the proposed game 

room (which shall not exceed the number of persons who may occupy the game room premises 

without exceeding any occupancy restrictions that may be imposed by law; 

(4) a non-refundable application fee of $1,000.00; 

(5) a copy of the applicant’s government-issued photo identification; and 

(6) a certification that the proposed enterprise is exempt from or will be located in compliance with 

the distance requirements set forth by Subsection 3 of these regulations. 
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(d) The Game Room Permit Administrator shall assess and collect at the time of submission of an 

application a fee of $1,000.00 to cover the cost of processing the application and investigating the 

applicant.  Any failure by the applicant to provide the documents or pay the application fee required 

under this section will provide grounds for denial of the application. 

(e)  A permit may be renewed for the following year no sooner than 60 days prior to the expiration of 

the current permit by filing a completed application for the permit with the Game Room Permit 

Administrator and paying the applicable fee set forth in subsection 2.1(d) of these regulations.  A 

renewal application shall be subject to the same requirements in these regulations for a permit 

application. 

(f)   A new application for a game room permit must be submitted if there is any change in ownership of 

the game room.  Continuing operation of the game room without submitting a new application due 

to change of ownership shall be grounds for revocation of the game room permit. 

2.2 Grounds for Denial, Revocation, or Suspension 

(a) Any violation of these regulations or failure to meet any requirement of these regulations, if 

applicable, will be a ground for denial, revocation, or suspension of a permit to operate a game 

room.  If a game room’s permit has been revoked, denied, or suspended, the game room shall not 

operate during the pendency of any appeal from the revocation, denial, or suspension. 

(b) The game room permit shall be denied upon the finding by the Game Room Permit Administrator 

that: 

(1)  the applicant was convicted of any of the following crimes: 

(i)  gambling, gambling promotion, keeping a gambling place, communication gambling 

information, possession of gambling devices or equipment, or possession of gambling 

paraphernalia as described in Chapter 47 of the Texas Penal Code; 

(ii)  forgery, credit card abuse or commercial bribery as described in Chapter 32 of the 

Texas Penal Code; 

(iii)  a criminal offense as described in Chapter 34 of the Texas Penal Code; 

 (iv)  criminal attempt, conspiracy or solicitation to commit any of the foregoing offense, 

or any other offense to the laws of another state or the United States that, if 

committed in this state, would have been punishable as one or more of the 

aforementioned offenses; or 

(v)  a criminal offense as described in Chapter 352, Subchapter B of the Texas Local 

Government Code; and 
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(A)   less than two years have elapsed since the date of conviction or the date of 

release from confinement imposed for the conviction, whichever is the 

later date if the conviction is of a misdemeanor offense; or 

(B)  less than five years have elapsed since the date of conviction or the date of 

release from confinement for the conviction, whichever is the later date, if 

the conviction is of a felony offense. 

(2)  The applicant made a misleading statement in the application for the game room permit; 

(3)  The applicant is under eighteen (18) years of age; 

(4)  The applicant has had a game room permit revoked within the one-hundred eighty (180) day 

period immediately preceding the date the application was filed; 

(5) The applicant is delinquent in the payment to the county of taxes, fees, fines or penalties 

assessed or imposed regarding the operation of a game room; 

(6)  The application or renewal fee required by these regulations has not been paid; 

(7)  The application is incomplete or fails to provide all required documentation; or 

(8)  The location of the proposed game room is one for which a game room permit previously 

has been revoked. 

(c)  The Game Room Permit Administrator shall have the authority and power to initiate a proceeding to 

revoke or suspend a game room permit if one or more of the following events or conditions have 

occurred: 

(1)  any violation of any of the offenses contained in subsection 2.2(b)(1) of this regulation has 

occurred on the premises; 

(2)  the applicant provided false, fraudulent or untruthful information on the original or renewal 

application form; 

(3)  the game room permit should not have been issued pursuant to these regulations; 

(4)  the owner is convicted of a criminal offense contained in subsection 2.2(b)(1) of this 

regulation; or 

(5)  there has been a change in the ownership of the game room from that disclosed in the 

application upon which the current permit was issued. 
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2.3 Issuance or Denial 

(a)  The Game Room Permit Administrator shall not issue a game room permit until final disposition of 

any charge of any of the crimes listed in subsection 2.2(b)(1) that is pending or that arises during the 

investigation period.  No game room permit shall be issued before there is a final determination of 

the criminal charge. 

(b)  If the Game Room Permit Administrator denies a game room permit, he will give the applicant 

written notice of the basis for the denial. 

2.4 Revocation or Suspension 

(a)  If any of the stated events or conditions providing a basis for revocation or suspension of a game 

room permit under subsection 2.2(c) has occurred, the Game Room Permit Administrator shall 

forward to the game room permit holder or its designated agent a written notice of revocation.  The 

notice shall set out the reasons for the action.  The revocation shall become final on the fifth (5th) 

day after issuance of notice. 

(b) The enterprise or its designated agent shall have the opportunity to appear before a hearing 

examiner appointed by the Commissioners Court upon written request submitted to the Game 

Room Permit Administrator within ten (10) business days of delivery of the notice of revocation.  

The hearing examiner shall not have participated in any investigation of the alleged grounds for the 

revocation.  The hearing shall be held within fourteen (14) business days of the request for hearing 

and the enterprise and the Game Room Permit Administrator shall be provided an opportunity to 

present evidence, cross-examine witnesses and be represented by legal counsel. 

(c)  Upon finding that the facts presented at the hearing support a finding that grounds exist for revoking 

or suspending the game room permit, the hearing examiner may request that the parties present 

relevant evidence to show whether suspension or revocation of the game room permit is more 

appropriate.  Reasonable conditions may be attached to a game room permit by the hearing 

examiner based on the evidence presented at the hearing. 

(d) If the hearing examiner determines that a game room permit should be revoked, the hearing 

examiner shall issue a written order revoking the game room permit, effective immediately. 

(e)  If the hearing examiner determines, based upon the nature of the violations, that a suspension in 

lieu of revocation is appropriate, operation of the game room permit may be suspended for a period 

not to exceed six (6) months.  The hearing examiner shall issue a written order suspending the game 

room permit and attaching conditions, if applicable, effective upon notice to the owner. 

(f)  Upon finding that subsection 2.2(c)(3), 2.2(c)(4), or 2.2(c)(5) of these regulations has been violated, 

revocation of the game room permit shall be mandatory. 

(g)  Revocation shall take immediate effect upon notice by the Game Room Permit Administrator, 

subject to reinstatement resulting from an appeal when: 
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(1)  there is a necessity for immediate action to protect the public from injury or imminent 

danger; or 

(2)  a game room permit was issued based on a misrepresentation in the application and but for 

the misrepresentation the permit would not have been issued. 

2.5 Hearings 

(a)  A request for hearing must be in writing and delivered to the Game Room Permit Administrator 

within twenty (20) days of the denial, revocation or suspension.  The applicant waives the right to a 

hearing if the request is not timely received by the administrator. 

(b)  The applicant may re-apply for a game room permit if changes are made to bring the proposed game 

room or application into compliance with these regulations. 

(c)  The decision of the hearing officer shall be final. 

(1)  On final decision of the hearing examiner, the losing party may appeal the decision by filing 

a petition in a district court in the county within 30 days after the date of the decision. 

(2)  An appeal under this section is under the substantial evidence rule, and the judgment of the 

district court is appealable as in other civil cases. 

2.6 Application Fee; Amount 

There shall be levied and collected from an applicant for a game room permit an application fee of 

$1,000.00 per application for initial permit or a renewal thereof, as authorized by Section 234.135 of the 

Texas Local Government Code. 

2.7 Application Fee Payment; Permit 

The application fee provided for in subsection 2.6 of this Ordinance shall be paid to the Game Room 

Permit Administrator.  If the application is approved, the Game Room Permit Administrator shall give 

the applicant a signed permit.  The permit authorizes the applicant to operate the game room for one 

year from the date the permit is issued, in accordance with the representations made in the application. 

2.8 Violations 

(a)  Any owner or operator occupying, using, operating or maintaining any place for which a game room 

permit is required without first paying the fee and securing a permit therefor as required by 

subsection 2.6 of this Ordinance, or who operates, uses or maintains such place after the permit 

therefor has been revoked or suspended, shall be assessed a civil penalty of $10,000.00 per 

violation, with each day a violation occurs or continues to occur being considered a separate 

violation. 

(b)  An owner or operator commits a Class A misdemeanor offense if the owner or operator intentionally 

or knowingly operates a game room in violation of this subsection. 
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2.9 Effect 

Each permittee under these regulations must meet and comply with all other requirements of any law 

or regulation applicable to the premises or any activity conducted thereon and the issuance of a permit 

under this article shall not excuse the permittee, his agents or employees or any patrons of such 

premises for any violation of the law. 

 

SECTION 3. OPERATION OF GAME ROOMS 

3.1 Inspection by Law Enforcement Officer 

(a)  INSPECTION:  The Game Room Permit Administrator or peace officer of the Caldwell County Sheriff’s 

Department are authorized to inspect any business in Caldwell County for violations of these game 

room regulations.  This regulation does not authorize a right of entry prohibited by law.  Peace 

officers may enter a business with consent, with a warrant, or under exigent circumstances.  A game 

room permit granted under these regulations gives peace officers implied consent to enter to 

inspect. 

(b)  CONSENT TO ENTRY:  Any owner or operator of a game room or other person who does not allow a 

law enforcement officer to inspect a game room or an amusement redemption machine as required 

under the Texas Local Government Code Section 234.136 commits an offense.  If a person violates 

this subsection, then that person shall be assessed a civil penalty of $10,000.00 per violation, with 

each day a violation occurs or continues to occur being considered a separate violation. 

(c)  An owner or operator commits a Class A misdemeanor offense if the owner or operator intentionally 

or knowingly operates a game room in violation of this subsection. 

(d)  Any violation of this subsection is grounds for denial, revocation, or suspension of a game room 

permit. 

3.2 Hours of Operation 

(a)  A game room may operate only between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 

(b)  If an owner or operator violates this subsection then that person shall be assessed a civil penalty of 

$10,000.00 per violation, with each day a violation occurs or continues to occur being considered a 

separate violation. 

(c)  An owner or operator commits a Class A misdemeanor offense if the owner or operator intentionally 

or knowingly operates a game room in violation of this subsection. 

(d)  Any violation of this subsection is grounds for denial, revocation, or suspension of a game room 

permit. 



Revised 11/6/19 
 

3.3 Game Room Permits 

(a)  It shall be the duty of any owner or operator of a game room to keep posted or displayed within the 

game room in plain sight in a common area accessible to the public without having to enter a 

controlled area of the business a current game room permit. 

(b)  If an owner or operator violates this subsection then that person shall be assessed a civil penalty of 

$10,000.00 per violation, with each day a violation occurs or continues to occur being considered a 

separate violation. 

(c)  An owner or operator commits a Class A misdemeanor offense if the owner or operator intentionally 

or knowingly operates a game room in violation of this subsection. 

(d) Any violation of this subsection is grounds for denial, revocation, or suspension of a game room 

permit  

3.4 Distancing and Location Restrictions 

(a)  No more than three (3) game rooms shall be allowed to exist or operate in Caldwell County at any 

one time and shall be located: 

(1)  a minimum of three hundred (300) feet from any existing or planned school, regular place of 

religious worship, or residence; “planned” means that steps have been taken toward the 

facility’s or structure’s development including but not limited to a permit received, a plat 

approved, design work started, a bond received, or an order approved by a governmental 

entity’s governing body; 

(2)  a minimum of five thousand (5,000) feet from an existing game room; and 

(3)  only on property having frontage and direct access to a state highway or interstate highway. 

(b)  This subsection shall apply only to property uses or planned uses in existence at that location at least 

thirty (30) days prior to the date of application. 

(c)  For purposes of this subsection, measurements shall be made in a straight line from the nearest 

portion of the building or appurtenances of a game room to the nearest portion of the building or 

appurtenances that is used for the purposes identified in subsection (a) above. 

(d)  Game rooms in operation before the passage of this Ordinance and game rooms in construction for 

which building permits have been issued prior to the passage of this Ordinance are exempted from 

the requirements imposed by Section 3.4 of this Ordinance so long as the game room remains in 

continuous operation at the same location. 

(e)  If an owner or operator violates this subsection then that person shall be assessed a civil penalty of 

$10,000.00 per violation, with each day a violation occurs or continues to occur being considered a 

separate violation. 
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(f)   Any violation of this subsection is grounds for denial, revocation, or suspension of a game room 

permit. 

3.5 Game Room Sign Required 

(a)  A game room shall have each outside door marked with a sign that: 

(1)  reads “GAME ROOM” twelve (12) inch or larger block lettering; and “Open to the public, must be 

21 years of age or older” in four (4) inch or larger block lettering. 

(2)  is legible and visible at all times from a distance of fifty (50) feet from the outside door. 

(b)  If an owner or operator violates this subsection then that person shall be assessed a civil penalty of 

$10,000.00 per violation, with each day a violation occurs or continues to occur being considered a 

separate violation. 

(c)  Any violation of this subsection is grounds for denial, revocation, or suspension of a game room 

permit. 

3.6 Transparent and Uncovered Windows and Doors Required 

(a)  A game room shall provide at least one (1) window in the front of the building and at least one (1) 

other window on one (1) other side meeting the criteria set forth in subsection (c), allowing a clear 

and unobstructed view of all machines described in subsection 1.4(a) located in a game room. 

(b)  Its shall be unlawful for a person to exhibit or display, or to permit to be exhibited or displayed, for 

commercial use any machine described in subsection 1.4(a) in a game room unless the required 

transparent windows of the game room: 

(1)  are located on at least two (2) sides of the game room , and each machine described in 

subsection 1.4(a) located therein is visible through such windows; and 

(2)  at the lowest point are not more than four (4) feet above the adjacent sidewalk or ground level; 

and 

(3)  at the highest point are at least six and one half (6.5) feet higher than the adjacent sidewalk or 

ground level; and 

(4)  are at least four (4) feet wide. 

(c)  A game room shall provide transparent uncovered glass in each exterior game room window or 

door. 

(d)  It shall be unlawful for a person to cover or tint a game room window or door, or otherwise block a 

window or door so as to obscure the view of any machine described in subsection 1.4(a) located in a 

game room, or the interior of the location from a sidewalk through a game room window or door.  

Any window tint must allow at least 69% visible light transmission. 
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(e)  If an owner or operator violates this subsection then that person shall be assessed a civil penalty of 

$10,000.00 per violation, with each day a violation occurs or continues to occur being considered a 

separate violation. 

(f)  An owner or operator commits a Class A misdemeanor offense if the owner or operator intentionally 

or knowingly operates a game room in violation of this subsection. 

(g) Any violation of this subsection is grounds for denial, revocation, or suspension of a game room 

permit. 

3.7 Regulation of Amusement Redemption Machines 

(a)  It shall be the duty of any owner or operator of a game room when applying for a game room permit 

from the Game Room Permit Administrator to specify the number of amusement redemption 

machines to be on the game room premises. 

(1) All game room permit applications are required to indicate the location of the game room 

premises where the amusement redemption machines are physically located. 

(2) It shall be a violation of this regulation for any owner or operator of a game room to have a 

greater number of amusement redemption machines located in the game room premises than 

that number specified on the application upon which the current permit was issued. 

(b)  If an owner or operator of a game room violates this subsection then that person shall be assessed a 

civil penalty of $10,000.00 per violation, with each day a violation occurs or continues to occur being 

considered a separate violation. 

(c)  An owner or operator commits a Class A misdemeanor offense if the owner or operator intentionally 

or knowingly operates a game room in violation of this subsection. 

(d)  Any violation of this subsection is grounds for denial, revocation, or suspension of a game room 

permit. 

3.8 Illegal Machines 

(a)  These regulations shall not be construed to authorize or permit the keeping, exhibition, operation, 

display, or maintenance of any gambling device that is prohibited by the constitution of this state or 

Chapter 47 of the Texas Penal Code. 

(b)  A civil penalty of $10,000.00 shall be assessed against the owner or operator of a game room for any 

machine used for illegal gambling. 

(c)  If a law enforcement agency determines through investigation that a game room was in violation of 

Texas Penal Code Chapter 47, then the game room permit shall be immediately revoked. 
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3.9 Owners of Real Property Operated as Illegal Gaming Facility 

It is not a defense to prosecution under this section that an owner of real property is leasing the 

property to an operator of a game room who operates it as an illegal gaming facility; both shall have civil 

liability for violation of this regulation. 

3.10 Injunction and Civil Penalty 

The Criminal District Attorney is authorized to sue in district court for an injunction to prohibit the 

violation or threatened violation of these game room regulations adopted under Texas Local 

Government Code € 243.133.  The County is entitled to recover reasonable expenses incurred in 

obtaining injunctive relief, civil penalties, or both, including reasonable attorney’s fees, court costs, and 

investigatory costs. 

 

SECTION 4. MISCELLANEOUS 

4.1 Publication of Notice 

The Commissioners Court shall cause a notice of the passage of this Ordinance to be published twice 

within thirty (30) days of the passage of the Ordinance in a newspaper of general circulation within 

Caldwell County.  The notice shall announce the passage of the Ordinance and the availability of 

additional information from the Caldwell County Commissioners Court. 

4.2 Special Provision for Currently Existing Game Rooms 

It shall be the duty of any owners and operators of game rooms existing and operating within Caldwell 

County on the date of the passage of this Ordinance or in construction for which building permits were 

issued prior to the date of the passage of this Ordinance to submit within sixty (60) days of the passage 

of this Ordinance an application in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance.  Any person who 

continues with the operation of a game room without complying with this requirement shall be in 

violation of this Ordinance and shall be assessed a civil penalty of $10,000.00 per violation, with each 

day a violation occurs or continues to occur being considered a separate violation. 

4.3 Effective Date 

This Ordinance shall become effective upon passage. 



23. Discussion/Action to canvass the 
Constitutional General Election. Speaker: 
Judge Haden/ Pamela Ohlendorf; 
Backup: 6; Cost: None 

 













24. Adjournment.
As authorized by Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code, the 
Commissioners Court of Caldwell County, Texas reserves the 
right to adjourn into Executive Session at any time during the 
course of this meeting to discuss any of the matters listed above 
The Court may adjourn for matters that may relate to Texas 
Government Code Section 551.071(1) (Consultation with Attorney 
about pending or contemplated litigation or settlement offers); 
Texas Government Code Section 551.071(2)
(Consultation with Attorney when the attorney’s obligations under 
the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State 
Bar of Texas conflicts with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government 
Code); Texas Government Code Section 551.072 (Deliberations 
about Real Property); Texas Government Code Section 551.073 
(Deliberations about Gifts and Donations); Texas Government 
Code Section 551.074 (Personnel Matters); Texas Government 
Code Section 551.0745 (Deliberations about a County Advisory 
Body); Texas Government Code Section 551.076 (Deliberations 
about Security Devices); and Texas Government Code Section 
551.087 (Economic Development Negotiations).In the event that 
the Court adjourns into Executive Session, the Court will 
announce under what section of the Texas Government Code the 
Commissioners Court is using as its authority to enter into an 
Executive Session. The meeting facility is wheelchair accessible 
and accessible parking spaces are available.  Request for 
accommodations or interpretive services must be made 48 hours 
prior to this meeting.  Please contact the County Judge’s office at 
512-398-1808 for further information. www.co.caldwell.tx.us

http://www.co.caldwell.tx.us/
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